












































































Our Approch
Development assistance, specifically in the form of aid, plays a critical 
role in the fight against extreme poverty. The sound financial 
management and accurate allocation of aid are significant challenges 
facing any developing country, including Pakistan. 

At present, RSPN is working on both these aspects of development 
assistance to improve Pakistan's aid effectiveness. On the one hand, it 
is focusing on improved allocation of aid through its poverty targeting 
efforts under the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), and on 
the other, it is focusing on sound financial management of aid under 
the Assessment and Strengthening Programme (ASP). 

Our Work
One of the core challenges to poverty reduction in general and social
protection programmes in particular is to ensure that investments
effectively reach the population that is most in need. In the past, the
RSPs had encouraged communities to undertake a localised,
participatory poverty ranking, according to indicators they had
identified. Although locally effective, this ranking did not enable the
RSPs to undertake a comparison of poverty across villages and at
higher levels for resource distribution. There was also a concern that
community-based poverty ranking is sometimes biased and skewed to
show a larger number of poor households. To address this challenge,
the RSPs adopted the poverty scorecard tool developed by the
Grameen Foundation. In 2008, the Government of Pakistan initiated
BISP, the largest social protection programme of the government of
Pakistan that used this very methodology of poverty scoring. In 2010,
based on RSPN's past experience and advocacy, RSPN and its RSPs
were selected though a competitive bidding process to undertake the
National Poverty Targeting Survey in three areas: upper Punjab and
AJK, Sindh. And Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit Baltistan. As of June
30, 2012, a total of 13,965,313 million households representing a 
population of 82,826,029 million were scored in 64 districts. This 
accounts for 112 % of targeted households to be surveyed under its 
given mandate.
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